
 
 

 

2nd Annual Pumpkin Launch 
Spartan Engineering Club out to one-up designs from last year 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Burlington City, NJ – October 15, 2011  

How many homecomings include catapults?  

The Spartan Engineering Club’s Second Annual Pumpkin Launch 

will be the grand finale of Doane Academy’s homecoming festivities 

on October 15.  

A dozen teams have built a total of nine (9) trebuchets (i.e. catapults) 

and three (3) cannons. They will launch 4” x 6” pumpkins across the 

secondary soccer field (located off of the main parking lot and parallel 

to the Burlington-Bristol Bridge).  

 

Over 60 students and teachers will compete for the longest distance 

and highest precision prizes. Last year’s top distance was 175 feet.  

 

"Last year, we set out to prove to the student body and Doane 

community that a successful pumpkin launch was possible,” says Mr. 

Michael Russell, Engineering Club Adviser. “This year, I thoroughly 

expect all the launchers to top last year's best. Look out, Delaware 

River!" 

 

The Pumpkin Launch is the final daytime activity of Homecoming 

2011. Earlier in the day there will be an Alumni Soccer Game, a Cook-

Out, the Homecoming Soccer Game, with activities and games 

throughout for students.  

About Doane Academy 

Doane Academy, est. 1837, is an independent school located in Burlington, NJ, next 
to the Burlington-Bristol Bridge. Founded in the Episcopal tradition, our college 
preparatory curriculum, Pre-Kindergarten to 12th grade, challenges students to 
develop leadership and character. At Doane Academy students are known, loved 
and strongly encouraged to reach their full, unique potential. 

 
 
Who: Spartan Engineering Club 

What: 2nd Annual Pumpkin Chuckin’ 

Where: Doane Academy secondary 
soccer field, off of main parking lot, 
next to Burlington-Bristol Bridge. 

When: 3 p.m. Saturday, October, 15 

Contact 

George Mesthos 

Director of Communications 

gmesthos@doaneacademy.org 
(609) 386-3500 x68 

 

Michael Russell 

Engineering Club Adviser 

mrussell@doaneacademy.org 

(609) 386-3500 x34 
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